CHAPTER   IV
PARLIAMENTARY REFORM
Pitt drops Reform after one effort in Parliament in 1785. Difference
beween Pitt's view and Fox's view of Reform. Fox on the strength
of Democracy. The Reform Agitation suspended. Public opinion
listless. The Opposition disqualified by its heterogeneous char-
acter. With the Revolution public interest revives and a compact
Opposition emerges from the quarrel between Fox and Burke.
Grey's two Motions in 1793 and 1797- The difference between Fox
and the Democrats. Fox against universal suffrage because it
would enfranchise men who were not independent. His conception
of citizenship. Was Reform urgent ? The decay of the Yeoman
class in England at the end of the eighteenth century.
IT was all part of the curious satire which ended the
struggle between Fox and the King that the triumph
in 1784 of the Minister, who had hitherto been associated
more prominently with Parliamentary Reform than with any
other project in politics, was to prove the worst misfortune
that could overtake that infant cause. The Rockinghams
who were beaten had left Parliamentary Reform an open
question, Burke took one side, Fox the other; Pitt who had
inherited his father's enthusiasm for the extension of the
franchise, came out of the 1784 election with flying colours
only they were the colours of the King. The effect of the
circumstances of his victory was seen both in the House of
Commons, and in the country. In Parliament Pitt was the
Minister who had defended the King's prerogative, and who
had royal almoners amongst his allies; in the country he
was still the champion of a reform to which the King and his
representatives were incurably hostile. These conditions
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